Sixth Sunday after Epiphany / Lectionary 6 February 15 & 16, 2025

Introduction to the day
Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany. We would do well to listen

closely to whom the “blessed ares” and the “woe tos” are directed and to find our place in the
crowd among those who desire to touch Jesus. The risen Christ stands among us in the mystery
of the holy supper with an invitation to live in him, and offers power to heal us all.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P We remember our baptism

in the name of the Father,

and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit
C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,

and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence is kept for reflection

P Toyou, O God,
C all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins.

Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us
your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus
Christ our Savior.

Amen.

P By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might
strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life.

C Amen.



GATHERING SONG Lord of All Hopefulness (ELW 765)
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your bliss iIn  our  hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
your strength in  our  hearts, Lord, at the noon of  the day.
your love in  our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
Text © Oxford University Press 1931.

GREETING
P Christ has called us to this place,
gathered one and all by his Holy Spirit
C We are followers of Christ
who seek to hear the Word,
live the Word,
and share the Word.

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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(ELW 151)
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Music: Dinah Reindorf, b, ¢. 1927

Music © 1987 Dinah Reindorf, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

SALUTATION

P The Lord be with you
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of our nature by the
riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your glory, through Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
5:30 Praise Team
8:30 Chancel Choir

11:00 Bell Choir

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 17:5-10
These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom sayings that contrast
two ways of life. Life with God brings blessing; the power and vitality of God is active in our life.

Life without God brings a curse, the power of death.
®Thus says the LORD:

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals
and make mere flesh their strength,
whose hearts turn away from the LORD.

6They shall be like a shrub in the desert,
and shall not see when relief comes.
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They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,
in an uninhabited salt land.

"Blessed are those who trust in the LORD,
whose trust is the LORD.

®They shall be like a tree planted by water,
sending out its roots by the stream.

It shall not fear when heat comes,
and its leaves shall stay green;

in the year of drought it is not anxious,
and it does not cease to bear fruit.

°The heart is devious above all else;
it is perverse—
who can understand it?

%] the LorD test the mind
and search the heart,

to give to all according to their ways,
according to the fruit of their doings.

PSALM Psalm 1
"Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel ' of the wicked,

nor lingered in the way of smners nor sat in the seats ! of the scornful!
’Their delight is in the law ! of the LORD

and they meditate on God’s teaching ' day and night.
*They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that |

do not wither;

everything they ! do shall prosper.

“It is not so ! with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind ! blows away

® Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when ! judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council ! of the righteous.

®For the LorD knows the way ! of the righteous,

but the way of the wicked shall ' be destroyed.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian hope. Because Christ has been
raised, those who are in Christ know that they too will be raised to a new life beyond death.

"2 Now if Christ is proclalmed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no
resurrectlon of the dead? " If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been
raised; " and if Chrlst has not been raised, then our proclamatlon has been in vain and your faith
has been in vain. '°We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testlfled of God
that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. '® For if the
dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. '’ If Christ has not been raised, your faith is
futile and you are still in your sins. ' Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. * If
for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

“°But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 171)

P e | :
w = g g1 [ S —— ———
' - 2 po———
Al -le - lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
D_u ! ' S—
P A . I —— —— —— [2Y | S | ]
V4 Y | | i sy 1 e 17 I F 4 1 I | 1
| A= =, I ¥ T 1 'R; f' !\,?J- F ’(l
' g - o _o *° o_¥ |
You have the words of e-ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ja.

GOSPEL: Luke 6:17-26
P The holy gospel according to Luke, the 6" chapter.
C Speak, Lord, your servants are listening!

After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers about the nature and
demands of discipleship. He begins his great sermon with surprising statements about who is

truly blessed in the eyes of God.

" [Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his
dlSClples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and
Sidon."® They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were
troubled with unclean spirits were cured. '° And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for
power came out from him and healed all of them.

**Then he looked up at his disciples and said:
“‘Blessed are you who are poor,

for yours is the kingdom of God.
*'“Blessed are you who are hungry now,

for you will be filled.
‘Blessed are you who weep now,

for you will laugh.
??“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame

you on account of the Son of Man. “Rejmce in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is
great in heaven, for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.
?“But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.
**"Woe to you who are full now,
for you will be hungry.
“Woe to you who are laughing now,
for you will mourn and weep.
**“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false

prophets.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (vv. 1-2, general, 3) (ELW 334)
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One of the following may be sung as a final stanza at the appropriate time.

Lent 3

Living Water of salvation,

be the fountain of each soul;
springing up in new creation,
flow in us and make us whole.

General

Light of life beyond conceiving,
mighty Spirit of our Lord;

give new strength to our believing,
give us faith to live your word

Lent 4

Lent 1
Give us eyes to see you clearly;

From the dawning of creation
you have loved us as your own;
stay with us through all temptation,

make us turn to you alone.

Lent 2

In our call to be a blessing,
may we be a blessing true;
may we live and die confessing
Christ as Lord of all we do.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: Marty Haugen

make us children of your light.
Give us hearts to live more nearly
as your gospel shining bright.

Lent 5

God of all our fear and sorrow,

God who lives beyond our death,
hold us close through each tomorrow,
love as near as every breath.

Text and music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved, Used by permission.

Page 6



APOSTLES' CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

he was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of

creation.

Blessed is your church transformed by your Spirit. Give us courage to proclaim to all people the
promises made true in the death and resurrection of Christ. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
Blessed is creation. As earth experiences destruction from harmful practices and climate change,

give us courage to help bring about its restoration. Encourage those who work in forestry to be a
voice for the hidden places of creation and provide skills for its conservation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Blessed are the nations. We pray for presidents, prime ministers, and leaders of nations. Grant
that their courage will not run dry in the face of challenge, but that they will delight in the fountain
of your righteousness. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
Blessed are those in need. Give to all facing illness wise and caring doctors, nurses, and

therapists. Draw close to those who feel far from you or who are suffering in any way (especially).

Arlene Walch, Dawn Heininger, Mel Satnan, Nathan Strenge, Stephany Sanborn, Tim Wegner,
Bonnie Kral, Doni Gregory, Janet Kraemer, Kim Meyer-Kuenzli, Kim Sieck, Barb Woods,
Frank Kraft, Roberta Califf, Tyler, Dave Rodenberg, Vivian Jo Parish, Summer

Provide an extra measure of your grace and love. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
Blessed is this congregation. Like a tree planted by streams of water, we are nourished by faith in

you. Provide courage in times that feel dry, trusting that you sustain us in many ways. God of

grace,
hear our prayer.



Blessed are those saints who now rest in your peace. Through lives of both sorrow and joy,
challenge and triumph, they provide witness of faith in all times. May their lives be a witness to
the living. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is revealed
among the people.

Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

THE OFFERING
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Text: William W. How, 18231897, alt.
Music: HEATH, L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantica Lauda, 1850
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Welcome to the Feast of Holy Communion.(Gluten free wafers available, ask the Pastors)

We believe that in the sacrament Holy Communion, the crucified and risen Christ is present,
giving his true body and blood as food and drink. This real presence is a mystery. All who trust
in Jesus and call upon his name as Lord are invited to receive Holy Communion. Guests who are
with us, who regularly commune in their home congregations, are also welcome. Children who
have not yet been instructed in receiving the sacrament are encouraged to come forward to

receive a blessing.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P In the night in which he was betrayed
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is

the new testament in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P The gifts of God for the people of God.

C This Is Christ's Body (ACS 967)
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Text: Anne Krentz Organ, b. 1960
Music: BROKEN AND BLESSED, Anne Krentz Organ
Text and music © 2020 Augsburg Fortress
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LAMB OF GOD

Lamb of God (ELW 195)
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Music © 1995 Augsture Forms, 5 & 1798
DISTRIBUTION HYMN Bread of Life from Heaven (ELW 474)
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1 Break now the bread of Christ’s sac - 1 - fice; giv - ing
2 Seek not the food that will pass a - way; set your
3 Love as the one who, in love for you, gave him -
4 Dwell in the one who now dwells in you; make your
5 Drink of this cup and de - clare his death; eat this
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food for you, that your hun - ger and thirst be no more.
One of God, and be - lieve in the truth  you have heard.
ev - ‘ry breath, praise the one in whom you are re - born.
Text: Susan R. Brichl, b. 1952
Music: ARGENTINE SANTO | BREAK NOW THE BREAD, Argentine traditional, refrain: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, stanzas
Text and music © 2001 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com, 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
DISTRIBUTION HYMN One Bread, One Body (ELW 496)
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Text: John Foley, s3, b. 1939

Music: ONE BREAD, ONE BODY, John Foley, s3 .
Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley. SJ and OCP Publications. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Nourishing God,
at this table you have refreshed us
with holy gifts of food and drink.
Strengthen us for service,
and send us out to embody your good news
of liberation and healing for the sake of the world.
In the name of Christ we pray,
C Amen.

BLESSING

P The Spirit of the triune God
= bless you with joy,
anoint you with compassion,
and send you in love.

C Amen.
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SENDING SONG My Life Flows On in Endless Song (ELW 763)
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My life flowson in end - less song; a-bove earth’slam-en - ta - tion,
Through all the tu - mult and the strife, I hear that mu-sic ring - ing.
What though my joys and com-fortsdie? TheLord my Sav-ior liv - eth.
The  peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev -er spring-ing!
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It finds an ech - o in my soul. How can I keep from sing-ing?
What though the dark - ness gath-er round? Songs in the night he giv -eth.
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No storm can shake my in-most calm while to that Rock I'm cling-ing.
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Since Christ is Lord of  heav-en and earth,how can I keep from sing-ing?
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Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING, Robert Lowry, alt.



DISMISSAL
P Goin peace. Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
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