FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS December 28 & 29, 2024

INTRODUCTION
On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, both in the temple,

both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and humankind. We too have returned
to the house of God "to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God, " who has gifted us with a
savior. As the festival continues, "let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” It is Christmas, still.

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P We remember our baptism,

in the name of the Father,

and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit
C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,

and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,

and by his authority, | therefore declare to you

the entire forgiveness of all your sins
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



* OPENING HYMN

“Angels, from the Realms of Glory”
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4 REGENT SQUARE

Music: Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879

* GREETING

P Christ has called us to this place,
gathered one and all by his Holy Spirit

C
who seek to he
live the Word,

We are followers of Christ

ar the Word,

and share the Word.

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the knowledge

of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will and may live
continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Having dedicated her son Samuel to God's service, Hannah visits him every year when she and

her husband Elkanah come to the temple to offer sacrifices. God grants Hannah more children,
and Samuel himself gains favor in the sight of all.

8Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. *His mother used to
make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to
offer the yearly sacrifice. *°Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, "May the LORD
repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made to the LORD"; and then they

would return to their home.
Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD and with

the people.

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:12-17
Just as newly baptized Christians in the early church were clothed with new garments upon

arising from the baptismal waters, so all who have received God's gift of life in Jesus Christ are
covered with the character of Christ.

'?As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience. "*Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against
another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. “Above
all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. SAnd let the
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be
thankful. "®Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all
wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. ""And
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to

God the Father through him.

* GOSPEL VERSE
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P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter.
C Speak, Lord, your servants are listening!

GOSPEL: Luke 2:41-52
Jesus grew up in a family that went to the Passover festival each year. It was in this environment

of faithful adherence to the law that Jesus grew into spiritual maturity and an understanding of his
identity and mission.

“INow every year [Jesus'] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. “2And when
he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. “\When the festival was ended
and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not
know it. “Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they
started to look for him among their relatives and friends. **When they did not find him, they
returned to Jerusalem to search for him. ,

“Safter three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them
and asking them questions. “’And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. *When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, "Child,
why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and | have been searching for you in great
anxiety.” “He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that | must be in
my Father's house?" 9But they did not understand what he said to them.

*"Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His
mother treasured all these things in her heart. %2And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and

in divine and human favor.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

STUMP THE ORGANIST

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the

life everlasting. Amen
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THE OFFERING

* THE OFFERTORY “What Child Is This” (v.3 only) ELW #296
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898

GREENSLEEVES
Music: English ballad, 16th cent.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and all
people.

A brief silence.

P God of grace,
receive our prayer.

the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

c
P We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, through
C Amen.

* THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen

* BLESSING
P The Lord bless you and keep you,
the Lord make His face shine upon you
and be gracious to you;
the Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace.
C Amen

Page 6



* SENDING HYMN
Refrain

“Go Tell It on the Mountain”

ELW #290
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
: 78767676

Music: African American spiritual

* DISMISSAL
P Goin Peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except
psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #

SB162048.



