THANKSGIVING EVE November 27, 2024

INTRODUCTION
Today's readings reflect two of the strains that go into the celebration of a national day of

thanksgiving: gratitude for abundant harvest (Joel) and civic prayer for a peaceable common life
(1 Timothy). The core meaning of Thanksgiving for many of us—a home feast for extended family
and friends—is not reflected in the readings; but it is reflected weekly in the church’s meal of
thanksgiving (eucharist). What we wish for both these thanksgiving meals is that they will go
deeper than celebration of one another and our own blessings, to recognize in our true Host one

who wants everyone brought to the table.

PRELUDE
Edie Goodwin

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS



* OPENING HYMN “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” ELW #693
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1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; raise the song of har- vest home.

2 All the world is God’s own field, fruit un - to his praise to yield;
3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his har - vest home;
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4 E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come to thy fi-nal har- vest home.
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All be safe - ly gath - ered in ere the win-ter storms be - gin.
wheat and tares to - geth - er sown, un - to joy oOr  SOI - FOW grown.
from his field shall in thatday all of-fens-es purge a - way;
Gath - er then thy peo - ple in, free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak - er, doth pro-vide for our wants to be sup-plied.
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall ap - pear
give his an - gels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast,
there, for-ev - er pu - ri-fied, in thy gar-ner to a - bide.
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Come to God’s own tem - ple, come, raise the song of har-vest home.
Lord of har - vest, grant that we whole-some grain and pure may be.

but the fruit - ful ears to store in  his gar-ner ev - er - more.
Come, with all thine an - gels, come, raise the glo-rious har - vest home!
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Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt. p ST. GEORGE'S, WINDSOR
Music: GeorgeJ. Elvey, 1816-1893 age 2 77770
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* GREETING
P Christ has called us to this place,
gathered one and all by his Holy Spirit
C We are followers of Christ
who seek to hear the Word,
live the Word,
and share the Word.

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

* PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the work

of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve
you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

RECOGNITION OF FIRST COMMUNICANTS

Jeyda Elaine Alderton Nolan Michael Phillips
Audrey Bel Clanton Addilyn Elizabeth Schneider
Macy Marie Olson Evan Richard Solon

Isaac Bruce Petersen Kira Lin Wilson

SPECIAL MUSIC Chancel Choir
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FIRST READING: Joel 2:21-27

The prophet Joel understood that a locust plague that ravaged the land of Judah was God's
judgment on the people, whom he then called to repentance. Today's reading points beyond the
Jjudgment to a time when God will bless the land and cause it to produce food in abundance.

21Do not fear, O soil;
be glad and rejoice,
for the LORD has done great things!
Do not fear, you animals of the field,
for the pastures of the wilderness are green;
the tree bears its fruit,
the fig tree and vine give their full yield.

20 children of Zion, be glad
and rejoice in the LORD your God;
for he has given the early rain for your vindication,
he has poured down for you abundant rain,
the early and the later rain, as before.
**The threshing floors shall be full of grain,
the vats shall overflow with wine and oil.

25| will repay you for the years
that the swarming locust has eaten,
the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter,
my great army, which | sent against you.

%5You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied,
and praise the name of the LORD your God,
who has dealt wondrously with you.
And my people shall never again be put to shame.
?"You shall know that | am in the midst of Israel,
and that I, the LORD, am your God and there is no other.
And my people shall never again be put to shame.

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-7
Christians are encouraged to offer prayers and thanks for all people including rulers. We offer
such inclusive, far-reaching prayers because God desires to save all people.

'First of all then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for
everyone, “for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable
I|fe in all godliness and dignity. *This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,
*who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. *For

there is one God,

there is also one mediator between God and humankind,

Chrlst Jesus, himself human,

®who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time. "For this | was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am
telling the truth, | am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.



* GOSPEL VERSE

, wCongregation:
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You have the words of e-ter-nal life: Al-le-lu - ia!

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 6th chapter.
C Speak, Lord, your servants are listening!

GOSPEL: Matthew 6:25-33
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught his disciples about the providence of God so that they

would regard life with thanksgiving and trust rather than anxiety.

[Jesus said,] > Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? ®Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 2’And can any of you by
worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 2And why do Xou worry about clothing? Consider
the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, “’yet I tell you, even Solomon in all
his glory was not clothed like one of these. *°But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is
alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little
faith? *'Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?" or 'What will
we wear?' *For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father
knows that you need all these things. *But strive first for the kingdom of God and his

righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well."
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

SERMON Pr. Jon
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HYMN OF THE DAY “God of the Sparrow” ELW #740
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1 God of the spar - row God of the whale God of the swirl -ing
2 God of the earth-quake God of the storm God of the trum - pet

3 God of the rain - bow God of the cross God of the emp -ty
4 God of the hun - gry God of the sick God of the prod - 1 -
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stars How does the crea-ture say Awe
blast How does the crea-ture cry Woe
grave How does the crea-ture say Grace
gal How does the crea-ture say Care
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How does the crea - ture say Praise
How does the crea - ture cry Save
How does  the crea - ture say Thanks
How does the crea - ture say Life
5 God of the neighbor God of the foe 6 God of the ages God near at hand
God of the pruning hook God of the loving heart
How does the creature say Love How do your children say Joy
How does the creature say Peace How do your children say Home
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919 ROEDER
9677

Music: Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. .
All rights reserved. Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-703413

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the

life everlasting. Amen
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors, the church, and all
of creation.

A brief silence.

P Merciful God,
C receive our prayer.

P We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love for all that you
have made, through Jesus Christ our Savior.
C Amen.

THE OFFERING
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* THE OFFERTORY “Create In Me”

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

Welcome to the Feast of Holy Communion.(Gluten free wafers available, ask the Pastors)

We believe that in the sacrament Holy Communion, the crucified and risen Christ is present,
giving his true body and blood as food and drink. This real presence is a mystery. All who trust
in Jesus and call upon his name as Lord are invited to receive Holy Communion. Guests who are
with us, who regularly commune in their home congregations, are also welcome. Children who
have not yet been instructed in receiving the sacrament are encouraged to come forward to

receive a blessing.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P In the night in which he was betrayed
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks,



and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is

the new testament in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

* THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P The gifts of God for the people of God.
C Iam not worthy to receive you, Lord;
but only say the Word and | shall be healed.

*LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “We Come to the Hungry Feast” ELW #479
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1 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a word of peace.
2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a world re - leased
3 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,
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To  hun - gry hearts un - sat - is - fied the love of God is
from hun - gry folk of ev - ry kind, the poor in bod -y,
and know-ing, though we  eat our fill, the hun-ger will stay
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not de - nied. We come, we  come to the hun- gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
with us; still we come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.
Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943 HUNGRY FEAST
Music: Ray Makeever - 77889
Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OnelLicense.net # A-703413
“For the Beauty of the Earth” ELW #3879
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, fof the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
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for the love which from our birth o-ver and a-round us lies:
hill and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo-ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly givn:
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Refrain
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Christ, our  God, to thee we raise this our sac-ri-fice of  praise.
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Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835—1917, alt.
Music: Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872

| L

DIX
777777

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

you have spread before us a feast of your Word.
Now send us out in service to the world
and among the people you have made your home,
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

P Faithful God,
C Amen.

* BLESSING

P

The Lord bless you and keep you,

the Lord make His face shine upon you
and be gracious to you;
the Lord look upon you with favor

and give you peace.

Amen

* SENDING HYMN ‘“Let All Things Now Living” ELW #881
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1 Let all things now liv-ing a  song of thanks - giv -ing to
2 God rules all the forc - es: the stars in their  cours-es and
-4 i — ) . : i : i
I - | i T T i & i =
J — 0 v =
God  the cce - a - tor tri - um - phant - ly raise,
sun in its or - bit o - be - dient - ly shine;
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who fash-ioned and made us, pro-tect-ed and stayed us, who

the  hills and the moun - tains, the riv - ers and foun - tains, the
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still  guides us on to the end of our days.
deeps of the o - cean pro - claim God di - vine.
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God’s  ban - ners are o’er us, God’s light goes be -
We too should be voic - ing our love  and re -
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fore us, a pil - lar  of fire shin-ing forth in the  night,
joic-ing; with glad ad - o - ra-tion a song let us  raise
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till shad-ows have van-ished and dark-ness is ban - ished, as
till  all things now liv-ing u - nite in thanks - giv - ing: “To
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for - ward we trav - el from light in - to light.
God in the high - est, ho - san - na and praise!”

Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892-1980, alt. THE ASH GROVE
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Music: Welsh folk tune
Text © 1939, 1966 E. C. Schirmer Music Company

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-703413

* DISMISSAL
P Goin Peace. Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except
psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #

SB162048.



