TIME AFTER PENTECOST — LECTIONARY 24 September 14 & 15, 2024

INTRODUCTION

Three weeks ago we heard Peter's confession of faith as told in John's gospel. This week we
hear Mark's version, when Peter says, "You are the Messiah." In John, the stumbling block is
Jesus' invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to do
with Jesus' words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus'
words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of messiah) in Mark only on the way to the cross
(14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross.

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS



* OPENING HYMN

“Open Now They Gates of Beauty”

ELW #533

let  my soul, where it is

how - so-e’er temp -ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er
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1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi - on, let me en -ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad -ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak,O God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in-deed;
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where my soul in joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee,there a heav’n on earth must be.

plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,

me shine

may I un - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed is  this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit-ful un-to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun - tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.
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Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680

* GREETING
P Christ has called us to this piace,
gathered one and all by his Holy Spirit
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C We are followers of Christ
who seek to hear the Word,
live the Word,
and share the Word.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

P

* KYRIE
Assistant:  In peace, in peace,
A u Assistant: Congregation:
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Christ, have mer - cy, Lord, have mer - cy.
i
Assistant:  For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world,
for the unity of all... (Refrain)
Assistant:  For your people here, who have come to give you praise,
for the strength to live your Word... (Refrain)
A u Congregation:
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Help, save andde - fend s, Cod. A - - men.
* SALUTATION
A u 4 Presider: Congregation:
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The Lord  be with  you. And al - so with you.

* PRAYER OF THE DAY

P O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of the
cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure

of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today's

reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like
Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God's steadfast love.

“The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that | may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
*The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious,
| did not turn backward.
®| gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
| did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.

"The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced;
therefore | have set my face like flint,
and | know that | shall not be put to shame;
®he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
%It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

SECOND READING: James 3:1-12
This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we speak to and

about others can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what we say and how we say it
are to reflect our faith.

'Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who
makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3f
we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. ‘or
look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are
guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. °So also the tongue is a small
member, yet it boasts of great exploits.
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How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! °And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed
among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of
nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. ‘For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, ®but no one can tame the
tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. *With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we
curse those who are made in the likeness of God. '°From the same mouth come blessing and
cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. "Does a spring pour forth from the
same opening both fresh and brackish water? '?Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield
olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

* GOSPEL VERSE
A u uCongregation:
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You have the words of e-ter-nal life: Al-le-lu - 1a!

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 8th chapter.
C Speak, Lord, your servants are listening!

* GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-38

This story provides the turning point in Mark's gospel. Peter is the first human being in the
narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the Messiah Jesus
will have to suffer. Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by connecting discipleship and the cross

% Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked
his disciples, "Who do people say that | am?" ?*And they answered him, "John the Baptist; and
others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets." *’He asked them, "But who do you say that |
am?" Peter answered him, "You are the Messiah." *°And he sternly ordered them not to tell

anyone about him.

*Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be

rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again. *He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. **But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For you

are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things."

*He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become my followers,
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. **For those who want to save
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will
save it. **For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? *Indeed, what
can they give in return for their life? **Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in

the glory of his Father with the holy angels."

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God! Page 5



SERMON Pr. Sharon
HYMN OF THE DAY “Take Up Your Cross”
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1. Take up your cross, the Sav-ior said, If  you would
2. Take up your cross, let not its weight Fill your weak
3. Take up your cross, heed not the shame, And let your
4. Take up your cross, then, in his strength, And calm - ly
5. Take wup your cross, and fol-low Christ, Nor think till
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my dis - ci-ple Dbe; Take up  your cross with will -ing
spir - 1t with a - larm; His strength shall bear your spir - it

fool - ish heart be still; The Lord for you ac - cept -ed
ev - 'ty dan-ger brave: It guides you to a Dbet-ter
death to lay it down; For on - ly those who bear the
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heart, And hum - bly fol - low af - ter me.
up, And brace your heart and nerve your arm.
death Up - on a Cross, on Cal - v’ry’s hill.
home And leads to vic t’ry o’er the grave.
Cross May hope to wear the glo - rious crown.

Text: Charles W. Everest, 1814-1877, alt.

Tune: O WALY WALY, LM; English; harm. by Martin West, b.1929, © 1983, Hope Publishing Co,

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OnelLicense.net # A-703413

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the

life everlasting.
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* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the church, God’s

good creation, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

p
C

P

c

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved child,
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

THE OFFERING
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* THE OFFERTORY “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring” ELW #691
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1 Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to place up-on your ta - ble.
2 The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown.They grew in your good plea-sure.
3 Our hopes and dreams, our toils and cares we lift in prayer be - fore you.
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We do not wor - ship as we oughtbut on - ly as we're a - ble.
What once was com - mon, dail - y food be-comesa ho-ly trea-sure.
Lord, by yourgrace now cometo us, as hum-bly we a - dore you.
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Text: Beth Bergeron Folkemer, b. 1957 BARBARA ALLEN
Music: English folk tune; arr. Alice Parker, b. 1925 8787

Text © 1990 Augsburg Fortress
Arv, & 1995 Augsburg Portress
All rights reserved. Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-703413
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Welcome to the Feast of Holy Communion.(Gluten free wafers available, ask the Pastors)

We believe that in the sacrament Holy Communion, the crucified and risen Christ is present,
giving his true body and blood as food and drink. This real presence is a mystery. All who trust
in Jesus and call upon his name as Lord are invited to receive Holy Communion. Guests who are
with us, who regularly commune in their home congregations, are also welcome. Children who
have not yet been instructed in receiving the sacrament are encouraged to come forward to

receive a blessing.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P In the night in which he was betrayed
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is

the new testament in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

* THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P The gifts of God for the people of God.
C lam not worthy to receive you, Lord;
but only say the Word and | shall be healed.
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* LAMB OF GOD
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grant us peace,

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
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“l Come with Joy”

peace.
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company
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“Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a pre-cious foun - tain;
2 Near the cross, a trem-bling soul, love and mer - cy found me;
3 Near the crosst O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.

there the bright and morn - ing

star
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beams a - round me.

help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.
till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the 1iv - er
-P- -F -'- r A - r (> (o 2 -
e —cre——x e e e —
D e e e ===
7 i 2 [ v T 4 i
Refrdi
9 ie_ﬁ'am ]kl dl } X I |
i I | . 7 ] I
( — =I lrl_ } i 0 F g s — g:
In the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
» . 5 £f £ £ o » »
=5 —_— -
P y— ; 7 7 1 i
8] .
@t;y e ,fk? S S— ——
v e 3 z 3 s g ¥
till my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the riv - ern
| N | [ - . .
o2 o2 ) gl P — 2 o fE I F
222555 e e e e e

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: William H. Doane, 1832-1915

NEAR THE CROSS
76 76 and refrain
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P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Holy God,
you have welcomed us to this meal
and fed us with the Bread of Life.
Send us now to welcome others
and to be ambassadors of your peace,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
* BLESSING
P Letus bless our God:
C praise and thanks to you.
P May God the Father bless you and keep you,
may Christ be ever light for your lives,
may the Spirit of Love be your guide and path,
for all of your days.
C Amen.
* SENDING HYMN “Will You Come and Follow Me” ELW #798
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1 “Will you come and fol - low me if I but call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if I but call
3 “Will you let the blind - ed see if I but  call
4 “Will you love the you you hide if I but call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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your name? Will  you go where you don’t
your name? Will you  care for  cruel ,and
your name? Will you set the pris - ’'ners
your name? Will you quell the fear in -
my name. Let me turn and fol - low
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know and nev - er be the same?
kind and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love be  shown, will you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as
Will you use the faith you've found to re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny I'm go where your love and
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tract or scare? Will you let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mit to what I
world a - round, through my  sight and touch  and
foot - steps show. Thus TI'll move and live and
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grown in you and you in me?”’
prayt in  you and you in me?”
mean in  you and  you in me?”
sound in ~ you and you in me?”
grow  in you and you in me.

KELVINGROVE

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949
13137713

Music: Scottish traditional
Text € 1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.

All rights reserved. Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-703413

* DISMISSAL
P Goin Peace. Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except
psalms) from the New Rev;§ed Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #

SB162048.



