TIME AFTER PENTECOST — LECTIONARY 20

INTRODUCTION

August 17 & 18, 2024

Wisdom prepares a feast, sets her table, and invites all fo come and eat her bread and drink her
wine. The first chapter of John's gospel owes much to the biblical tradition that imagined Wisdom
as existing before anything was created and having a role in the work of creation. Christ, the
wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24), today invites us to eat his flesh and drink his blood. John's gospel
includes no account of the institution of the Lord's supper, but here we can'’t help hearing Jesus'

words as an invitation to the meal of bread and wine we share.

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

* OPENING HYMN “When in Our Music God Is Glorified” ELW #851
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1 Whenin our mu - sic God is glo - ri - fied, and ad - 0 -
2 How oft, in mak-ing mu-sic, we have found a new di-
3 So has the church,in lit - ur - gy and song, in faith and
4 And did not Je - sus sing a psalm that night when ut - most
5 Let ev-’ry in - stru-ment be tuned for praise; let all re-
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ra - tion leaves no  room for pride, it is as
men - sion in the  world of sound, as wor - ship
love, through cen - tu - ries of wrong, borne wit - ness
e - vil strove a - gainst the light? Then let us
joice who have a voice to, raise; and may God
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though the whole cre-a - tion cried:
moved us  to a more pro - found
to the truth in ev - ’ry tongue:
sing, for whom he won the fight:
give us faith to sing al - ways:

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924
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* GREETING
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Christ has called us to this place,
gathered one and all by his Holy Spirit
We are followers of Christ

who seek to hear the Word,

live the Word,

and share the Word.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

* HYMN OF PRAISE
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Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.

—

2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a- bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ, with God the Spir - it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be- fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in- her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!
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* SALUTATION

P

The Lord be with you

C And also with you
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the world. Fill us with

such a knowledge of his presence that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen
life to serve you continually, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
5:30
9:30 Leah Wilson

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

FIRST READING: Proverbs 9:1-6
Wisdom is portrayed as a woman who invites people to partake of her banquet. Just as ordinary

food is necessary for physical life, Wisdom's food—insight and understanding—is necessary for
fullness of life with God. Partaking of Wisdom's banquet is the way fo life.

'Wisdom has built her house,
she has hewn her seven pillars.
ZShe has slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine,
she has also set her table.
3She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls
from the highest places in the town,
*"You that are simple, turn in here!"
To those without sense she says,
5"Come, eat of my bread
and drink of the wine | have mixed.
®Lay aside immaturity, and live,
and walk in the way of insight."

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:15-20
True wisdom integrates our new reality in Christ with our Christian fellowship and daily conduct.

Because we are filled with the Spirit, Christians regularly rejoice together, give thanks to God for
one another, and care for one another. In this way we revere our Lord Jesus Christ.

"*Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, '®making the most of the time,
because the days are evil. ""So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. "°Do
not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, Yas you sing psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your
hearts, 20giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord

Jesus Christ.
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* GOSPEL VERSE
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Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia, Lord to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e-ter-nal life: Al-le-lu - ia!

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 6th chapter.
C Speak, Lord, your servants are listening!

* GOSPEL: John 6:51-58
In John's gospel, the feeding of the five thousand leads to extended teaching in which Jesus

identifies himself as the true "bread of life.” Finally, in these verses, he makes a connection that
would not be understood until after his death, in light of the church's celebration of holy

communion.

[Jesus said,] %"l am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread
will live forever, and the bread that | will give for the life of the world is my flesh."

*2The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, "How can this man give us his flesh to
eat?" *°So Jesus said to them, "Very truly, | tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man
and drink his blood, you have no life in you. **Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have
eternal life, and | will raise them up on the last day; **for my flesh is true food and my blood is true
drink. **Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and | in them. > Just as the living
Father sent me, and | live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me.
*8This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they

died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever."
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

SERMON Pr. Sharon

Page 4



HYMN OF THE DAY “Every Time | Feel the Spirit” ACS #942
Refrain
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1 Up-on the moun - tain my Lord spoke,
2 .. All a - round me looked so fine,
3 Jor-dan riv - er, chilly and cold,
. Refrain
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out of  his mouth came fire and smoke.
asked .. ... my Lord if all was mine.
chills the bod - vy but not the soul.

Text: African American spiritual

usic: African American spiritual; arr. Melva W. Costen, b. 1933
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* THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the

life everlasting. Amen

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Calling on the spirit of Wisdom to guide our hearts and our minds, let us pray for the church,

the world, and all in need.

P Merciful God,
C receive our prayer.
P We lift up these prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them into your holy keeping.
C Amen.
THE OFFERING
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* THE OFFERTORY “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring” ELW #691
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1 Ac- cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to place up-on your ta - ble.
2 The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown.They grew in your good plea-sure.
3 Our hopes and dreams,our toils and cares we lift in prayer be - fore you.
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We do not wor - ship as we ought but on - ly as we’re a - ble.
What once was com - mon, dail-y food be-comes a ho - ly trea-sure.
Lord, by yourgrace now come to us, as hum-bly we a - dore you.
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Text: Beth Bergeron Folkemer, b. 1957 All rights reserved. Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-703413

Music: English folk tune; arr. Alice Parker, b. 1925
Text © 1990 Augsburg Fortress



Welcome to the Feast of Holy Communion.(Gluten free wafers available, ask the Pastors)

We believe that in the sacrament Holy Communion, the crucified and risen Christ is present,
giving his true body and blood as food and drink. This real presence is a mystery. All who trust
in Jesus and call upon his name as Lord are invited to receive Holy Communion. Guests who are
with us, who regularly commune in their home congregations, are also welcome. Children who
have not yet been instructed in receiving the sacrament are encouraged to come forward to

receive a blessing.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P In the night in which he was betrayed
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is

the new testament in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

* THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P The gifts of God for the people of God.
C lam not worthy to receive you, Lord;
but only say the Word and | shall be healed.
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* LAMB OF GOD

N | - [r— ' .
10 Z f— Iy 1 1 [ [}
v = —
.U N -__‘d (
Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
A__| _
—— - —t— . =
<P s e - = e %
worl&: have mer - cy on us, mer - cy on us,
A | : —— !
¥ 1 17 &9 7i Y . 0 1 o
A = e e —_
i — e E
= g &
mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you
D — : A
e e e e e e e e
U | [l
take a-way the sins of the world: grant  us peace,
N s
e oY
p— 4Y i
~ . -J. =d s
oJ =S
grant us peace, grant us peace.
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Be Thou My Vision” ELW #793
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true  word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’n-ward, O Pow’r of my POW’TL.
great God  of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er  of all.

- Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931 SLANE
Music: I-ish traditional 101010 10

“Praise and Thanksgiving” ELW #689
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1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things
2 God, bless the la - bor we bring to serve you, that with our
3 Fa - ther, pro - vid - ing food for your chil - dren, by Wis-dom’s
4 Then will your bless-ing reach ev-'ry peo - ple, free-ly con-
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liv - ing, you have made good: har - vest of sown fields, fruits of the
neigh-bor we may be fed. Sow-ing or till - ing, we would work
guid - ing teach us to  share one with an -oth - er, so that, re -
fess - ing your gra-cious hand. Where you are reign - ing, no one will
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or - chard, hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
with you, har- vest-ing, mill - ing  for dai - ly  bread.
joic - ing with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun - ger; your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the land.
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Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.
Music: Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version

Text € Oxford University Press
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress
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P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen.

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Jesus, Bread of life,
we have received from your table
more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.
C Amen.
* BLESSING
P The Lord bless you and keep you,
the Lord make His face shine upon you
and be gracious to you;
the Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace.
C Amen
* SENDING HYMN “My Life Flows On in Endless Song”
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ELW #763

1 My life flowson in end - less song; a-bove earth’slam-en - ta - tion,
2 Through all the tu- mult and the strife, I hear that mu-sic ring - ing.
3 What thoughmy joys and com-fortsdie? TheLord my Sav-ior liv - eth.
4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev -er spring-ing!
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I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
It finds an ech - o in my soul. How can I keep from sing-ing?
What though the dark - ness gath-er round?Songs in the night he giv-eth.
All  things are mine since I am his! How can I keep from sing-ing?
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Refrain
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No storm can shake my in-most calm while to that Rock I'm cling-ing.
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Since Christ is Lord of heav-en and earth,how can I keep from sing-ing?
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Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899

: HOW CAN | KEEP FROM SINGING
Music: Robert Lowry, alt.

87 87 and refrain

* DISMISSAL
P Goin Peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the
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